
be convinced that their own national interest 
has something to do with democratisation 
and respect for human rigpts, meaning better 
domestic stability that could trigger positive 
consequences for their exports and imports.' 

Obama is clearly keen to retain a leadership 
role in diplomacy and peace-making around 
the world. The US may be learning to survive 
within a new era of compromise and coalition, 
after all, but the country still spends more 
on defence than the next 15 countries put 
together. However, with budgets diminishing, 
rival powers emerging and US credibility 
still smarting from Iraq, there are those who 
believe the US's days as the global policeman 
are numbered. 
_ Indeed, America's continued defiance 

of international treaties and infringement 
on foreign territorial sovereignty remains 
a serious problem, arguably undermining 
efforts to encourage other countries to abide 
by global laws and standards. Drone strikes 
are a key area of concern: according to the 
American Civil Liberties Union, up to 4,000 
people have been killed in US drone strikes 
since 2002 in Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia. 
Recently, the UN Special Rapporteur on 
extrajudicial killings, summary or arbitrary 

executions suggested that such strikes may 
constitute war crimes. 

John Shattuck, former assistant US 
Secretary of State for Human Rights, admits 
he is 'troubled' by the drift towards drone 
warfare - both from a legal and democratic 
standpoint. 'Democratic nations shouldn't 
go to war without serious consideration 
by the public,' he says. 'And I'm afraid the 
unmanned drone distant warfare is not 
consistent with that.' 

Unless democratic nations practise what 
they preach, accusations of hypocrisy will 
inevitably continue to plague diplomatic 
negotiations and attempts to enforce the rule 
of law across the world. Within a climate of 
day-to-day domestic political wrangling, such 
long-term strategies are often arduous and 
thankless - but without true statesmanship, 
the burden on both politicians and the courts 
can only continue to grow. ® 

Rebecca Lowe is Senior Reporter at the IBA and can be 
contacted at rebecca.lowe@int-bar.org. 
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