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Law Firms Decorate Work Spaces With Fine Art

By Elizabeth Bennett
Of the DLW

side from often being filled with
Alawyers, you might not chink

Harry's Seafood Grill has any-
thing in common with law firms, but
there is another connection.

Those familiar wich che restauranc on
the Wilmington waterfront have no doubt
noticed the wall sculprure, with its pieces
resembling shiny silver fishing lures. That
piece was obeained and placed by Maxine
Manges, president of MEM Fine Art Inc.
of Glen Mills, Pa., the same art consultant
who broughe her touch to the Wilmington
offices of Young Conaway Stargart &
Taylor, Greenberg Traurig and The Bayard
Firm.

Hiring the likes of .Manges is one
approach raken by law firms seeking to
create a pleasane, professional acmosphere.
Delaware Counsel Group chose anorher,

opting to patticipate in Wilmington's Arr
Loop, which meant fine art was placed on
its walls withoue being purchased by the
firm. Of lace, Elissa Habbarr, a founding

patener of nearly two-year-old firm, has’

been pucchasing art hesself, foregoing the
services of a consultant.

Whatever the manner chosen, rmost
sizeable law firms house fine art, well
framed and thoughcfully placed.

“One of my primary goals is to sell art,
real art," Manges said. “Lawyers aren't
afraid to buy real are.”

Manges added thar che narure of the
business, with so much happening in con-
ference rooms and receprion areas, means
law firms are sophisticated when it comes
to aestherics. The space they present to the
world is important, bath o illuscrace pro-
fessionalism and create a g6dd work
atmosphere for purposes of recruitment
and retention. The face the firm presents
to clients is normally che weightier factor.

“It’s all bound up with image produc-
ing. No one is going to put cheir biggest
bang for their buck back where people are
working,” Manges said.

The money invested in image and
armosphere varies according to square
foorage and raste. :

“I can make an office look fabulous with
$10,000, and I can make it look fabulous
with $50,000 o $100,000. It depends on
the size, how many rooms."”

Wherever a project may fall in chis
range, accounting rules dictate thar art is
budgeted as a depreciated expense, much
like fueniture, This despite the fact char
properly framed art can rerain irs value,
Mznges said. In some instances it may
even gain in value,

Of course, fine art can be used for years.
The cost of outfitting a new space or refic-
ting an old one is lower if law firms have a
collecrion.

Art contintes on page 2

Bailey Leaving The Bayard Firm After 49 Years of Practice

By Elizabeth Bennett
Of the DLW

ome year's end, The Bayard Firm will

have to say goodbye to William D.
Bailey Jr., who is retiring from the firm
afrer 45 years.

“Forty-five years is a long time,” said
Neil Glassman, chairman of the
Wilmington-based firm. "There are not
many people around who can even under-
stand what it means to practice for 45
years.”

Bailey joined Hermann & Duffy, a
predecessor of Bayard, in 1960, only two
years after it was founded by Daniel L.
Hermann and William Duffy, two big
names in Delaware judicial history.

While his career evolved over the years,
Bailey is expert in three primary areas:
eminent domain, medical malpracrice and
tort law, and che regulation of utilities. He
received boch his undergraduate and J.D.
degrees from che University of Notre

Dame in Indiana and is admiteed to prac-
tice in the Delaware state and federal
courts.

Alchough Bailey is retiring from the
firm, he said he is by no means completely
reciring from che law. He will conrinue to
work on administrative proceedings before
the public service commissioner as well as
some condemnacion cases in which he is
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deeply involved.

His decision to retire was a simple one.
“We have a rule,” he said. “I guess it’s »
good one. I voted for it many years ago.”

The rule requires Bayard attorneys to
recire at 70, which Bailey will be in
December. He plans to keep on practic-
ing independently even after his-current

Bailey continues on page 6 -

:;:**AUTO**MIXED AADC 190

421127 DLW 03/13/06

HEATHER JEFFERSON

THE DELAWARE COUNSEL GROUP LLP
300 MARTIN LUTHER KING BLVD

WILMINGTON DE 19801-2465

Digests ........7

[Ill“l!lIIIIIII“IIH!I"I!IIllEll[l“lIlllllIi!ll“IIIEIIIII

STVvOIdOoiddd




" NEWS IN BRIEF

Art

Continued from page 1

Thomas J. Ralston, Young Conaway's
director of administration, said when his
firm moved ro the Brandywine Building
four years ago, most of the spending it did
was to re-frame pieces so they matched the
new decor.

Founded in 1939, Young Conaway has
had plenty of time to build a collection.
Ralscon said longrime partner Stuart
Young had an interest and acquired many
pieces. Since the firm moved o the
Brandywine, it has expanded twice, creat-
ing emprty wall space and new conference
cooms. It's scill growing.

“We've learned in subsequent expan-
sion projects thar we need to sec aside
some money for art,” Ralston said, adding
that next year's budger will include such
funds because the firm plans ro build out

more space starting in January thac should
be ready to occupy by May.

“As we approach May we'll be in touch
with Maxine {Manges},” Ralston said.

Like Young Conzway, Greenberg
Traurig had a collection when it moved to
its new offices in the Nemours Building in
October.

“We had some pieces in our old place
that indicated cthe type of style,” said
Jonathan I. Lessner, managing shareholder
of the Wilmington office. He added that
the interior designer worked wich Manges,
sending her fabrics and che color scheme.

“We talked abour more of an edgy
approach,” he said. "Representarional arc
wasn't what we were going 1o be looking
for. We wanted abstract, modern. For us
we just wanted it to look artractive, and
also of the same impottance, to stay wich-
in budget.”

Manges said the Greenberg Traurig

Art continues on page 4
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Social Security

Consinned from page 3

The tespiracory symproms were deemed
“well-controlled” by her doctor, the opin-
ion said.

Judge Jordan chen rurned to an analysis
of the ALJ's decision, noting that to decer-
mine eligibility for benefits, “a sequenrial
five-step inquiry” is applied based on the
Code of Federal Regulations. The first step
is whether the claimant is engaged in any
gainful activicy, If nor, the ALJ] must
determine if the evidence indicares a severe
impairment, and whether the impairment
equals the impairments listed in the regu-
lations.

If nor, the AL] must determine if the
impairment prevents the claimant from
doing his or her past work. If chis is the
case, the claimant’s ability to perform
"*other work which exists in the national

economy’” must be considered, the opin-
ion said, citing the 1986 case, Brewster v,
Heckler.

Jordan found that the ALJ
did not correctly question the
expert brought in for the
purpose of assessing
Charlton’s fitness for work
in geneval,

Jordan accepred determinacions by che
AlLJ chac Charlron's anxiety and depression
and asthma and allergy problems were noc
relevanc to her disability claim. In fact,
Jordan accepred all elements of the lower
judge’s ruling except the one relacing to

Chariron's capacity to do other work that
exists in che narional economy, 2 determi-
nacion that had to be made because
Charfron was found incapable of doing her
former job as 2 claims processor,

As noted above, Jordan found that che
ALJ did not correccly guestion the expert
broughe in for the purpose of assessing
Charlton’s fitness for work in general.

“In this case the record indicates that
the ATJ failed to ask the vocational experc
any hypotherical question. ... The expert's
testimony regarding other work was pro-
vided without any evidence that Charleon's
age, educarion, or functional capacity were
considered. ... Therefore, the AL]'s deci-
sion thar Charlton was capable of other
work was not based on substantial evi-
dence,” Jordan wrote.

Patricia C. Hannigan and Colm E
Counnolly, U.5. attorneys, argued on behalf
of the commissioner. »

Art

Continued from page 2

project took abour six weeks from the time
she met with che firm ro the time the arc
was on rthe wall. She was brought in by
Francis Cauoffman = Foley Hoffman
Architects of Philadelphia, with whom she
has a longstanding professional relation-
ship.

In a typical project, Manges will meet
with her clients to deteemine their tastes,
goals, and the needs of the space, as well as
to show them portfolios.

*T show them 2 lot of stuff, 10 cimes
mote than they need,” she said.

Manges then uses her own judgment to
acquire pieces, which she brings to clienes
for approval. After 10 years in che business
and & career as boch an arcist and an arc
educator, her choices are usually well-
received. As a collector herself, she simply
reabsorbs any pieces her clients don't want.

“I bring them everything I would be
happy to buy back,” she said.

Like Manges, Elissa Habbarc of che

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!

Delaware Counsel Group enjoys collecting
art. She felt she didn'c need a consuleant
and is filling her firm's airy wood and
brick space with pieces she buys herself,
Habbart said she is taking her time. She
has used the Merrict Young Gallery in

Fine art can be used for
years. The cost of outfitting
a new space or refitting an
old one is lower if law firms

have a collection.

Ardmore, Pa., among others, and has
actended the auctions of the Michigan-
based Park West Gallery.

“I basically picked what I liked, whar I
knew was a fine contemporary artist whose
work would basically increase in value,"
Habbart said. “You study up on the artists
for the auctions, make a selection and ger

FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL 1.800.999.1916
OR VISIT US ONLINE AT VWW\W.DELAWARELAWWEEKLY.COM

your appraisal.”

So far DCG has bought pieces by arrists
including Misha Lenn, Charles Lee,
Tomasz Rur and Itzchak Tarkay.

Many of the pieces Habbart has
acquired are representational, but they are
inrerspersed in the space with abscract
paintings by Leslie Keller and a few play-
ful sculprures by Jane Quartarone Plarz.

These pieces are not owned by DCG,
but were placed there for the Art Loop, a
projece run by the city and its cultural
institutions in which galleries, museums,
thearers and other venues open their doors
to the public the first Friday of most
months so people can learn abour the lacal
art scene. DCG had a catered event in June
as a stop on the loop,

“Before we even picked our space we
knew there was going to be art, * Habbart
said, #dding that neither she nor her part-
ners wanred to replicate the look of a tra-
ditional firm.

“We were looking ro create a space we
enjoyed working in. Now that I had my
own firm, I had control of that,” she
said. ®
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