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Of Bankruptcy Section

The bankruptcy section of the
Delaware Statze Bar Association recently
announced a pew chairman: William H.
Sodell Jr., semior partper with
Wilmington law firm Morris Nichols
Arsht & Tunoell, was unanimously elect-
ed and will assume his duties July 1.

A member of Morris Nichols’ business
reviganization and restructuring group as
well as its corporate and busincss litiga-
tion group, Sudell represents debrors and
credivors’ committees and sccused and
uasecured ereditors.

In addition to the DSBA, Sudcll is 2
member of the American Bar
Association, the American Baskruptcy
Institate and the Delaware Bankruptcy
Inn of Court. He carned a2 B.S/B.A. in
aetospace engincering from Brown
Usiversicy and a J.D. from the
University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Sudell  succeeds  Daniel .
DeFranceschi, a director of Richards
Layton & PFinger in Wilmington, as
chairman of the section. DeFranceschi
was the young section’s first chair. He
was alected at its initial meeriag in June
2005. Only a few stare bar associations
have a bankruptcy section.

A team from the Delaware campus
won the 17th annual Hugh B. Pearce
Trial Advocacy Competition of the
Widener University Schiool of Law.

Students Geoffrey F Sasso and Kent J.
Mancini defeated scudents Christophet
Schellharn and Aaron Zeamer from the
Harrisburg campus. The finals were held

in early April in the Ruby R. Vale Moot
Courtroom en the Wilmington campus.
Supreme Courc Justice Henry duPont
Ridgely presided over the final round and
sclected the winning team.

The 2006 competition used a scenario
involving the armed robbery of a conven-
ience store. In the fictitious crime, the
propeietor’s wifc was shot and killed.
Sasso and Mancini the thice rounds
of Delaware competition to reach the
final; Schelthorn and Zcamer won theit
theee rounds on the Hasrisburg campus.

Habbart Chairs Meeting
0t ABA Section in Fla.

Ellisa Opstbaum Habbart, a partner
with Wilmington law firm The Delaware
Counsel Group, chaired the spring meet-
ing of the American Bar Association’s
business law section in Tampa, Fla.

Habbart also served as moderator for
the pancl discussion “A New Regulatory
BEavironment:  Securitization  After
Regulation AB and the Securities
Offering Reform,” and presented on the
topic of limited liability companies at the
young business lawyers' institute at the
meeting, which was held in early April.
As part of the institute, Habbart
addressed issues related to voting,
indemnification, excalpation, fiduciary
duties, capital coneributions, additional
capital calls and remedies for default

The Delaware Counsel Group is a
boutique law firm that advises Delaware
business entities oa trapsactions and
operational issues under Delaware law.
Habbart's practice focuses on Delaware
corpotate and alternative business enti-
ties, including advnce on their formation,
operation and governance.
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